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Frith

more freely used to designate the decoration
applied to that portion. The decoration varies
with the order of architecture. Familiarly, in
domestic architecture, the word frieze is ap-
plied to the band of decoration just below the
cornice of an interior.

Frigate. Originally, the name was applied
in the Mediterranean to a kind of long vessel
navigated with sails and oars. In 1649 it was

Frigate.

applied to a class of small fast-sailing ships
built for the British navy. When the Seven
Years' War broke out, the frigate class, as
technically known, first came into existence,
the first of the type being the Southampton, of
thirty-two guns, built in 1757. These frigates
were originally fast full-rigged vessels of from
600,to 700 tons burden, designed for scouting
and cruising duties, and the essential feature
in them was that they carried all their guns on
a single deck. I'he size and armament were
from time to time increased, and by 1800
some of them carried as many as fifty guns,
though nominally rated as 44-gun ships. The
frigates Consiilution, United States, and Presi-
dent, of the United States navy, were vessels
of this sort.

Frigate-bird.

Frigate-bird,   or   Man-of-war   Bird,   a

member of the sub-order Steganopodes, and
one of the swiftest and most active of marine
birds. Truly pelagic in habit, it feeds entirely

upon fish, and rarely comes to land except at
the breeding season. The great frigate-bird
(Fregains aquila) is found in the warmer parts
of the great oceans; the lesser (F. minor) is
confined to the Indo-Pacific Ocean. The great-
er frigate-bird is about four feet in length,
with a wide expanse of wing, and is brownish-
black in color, with metallic reflections, and a
scarlet patch on the throat.
Frilled Lizard (Chlamydosaurus Kenti"), a
very curious reptile found in Queensland and
other parts of Australia, and belonging to the
lizard family Agamidae. It reaches a length
of about thirty-two inches, and receives its
name from the presence of a large expansion
of the skin at either side of the neck, the two
halves meeting at the throat. This frill is
notched at the edge, and can be folded or ex-
panded at will. The lizard walks upon its
hind limbs, having the fore limbs hanging
down. When at bay, it expands the frill to
its fullest extent.
Fringe Tree, a hardy North American
shrub, Chionanthus mrglnica, so called on ac-
count of its finely segmented corolla. In May
it bears abundant and graceful terminal ra-
cemes and fragrant white flowers
Frisians, a Germanic people (Frisii) who
for close upon two thousand years and more
have dwelt on the shores of the North Sea,
between the Scheldt and the Elbe, and thence
northward as far as the coast of Jutland. After
a struggle of nearly two hundred years with
the Franks, they were subjugated by Charle-
magne. They were, and still are, a capable
seafaring race, and have always been animated
by a strong instinct of freedom. With the
Angles and the Saxons bands of Frisians set-
tled in England in the 5th century. Their
annals are full of dramatic incidents connected
with their century-long struggles against the
encroaching ocean. In this conflict the most
memorable events have been the formation of
the Zuider Zee by an irruption of the sea in
1282, the gradual formation of the Dollart
during the i$th and Hth centuries, and the
destruction of the former island of Nordstrand
by a terrific gale in 1634. But the sea has
always gone on unceasingly breaking down
the islands. Norderncy (immortalized by
Heine), Syit, and other islands in the
Frisian group are much visited in season
for purposes of sea-bathing., Sec the use-
ful summaries of Dr. Eugen Traeger, Die
Halligen der Nordsee (1892); C. P. Hanson,
Die Chronik der jriesischen Utklande (1856);
and C. Jensen, Vom Dunenstrand der Nordsee
(1901).